
 

 

Phone: 701-772-1869 

Fax: 701-772-1940 

E-mail: 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com 
Check out the Newsletter online at: www.gfwesley.org 
 

Worship Schedule 

See Calendar and front page for worship times 
 

Office hours: Mon. thru Thurs.. 9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 

Pastor: Reverend Howie Baird 
Choir Director/Organist: Marjorie Myrold 
Choir Accompanist: Carol Lamberson 
Secretary: Rachelle Bontrager 
 
The Wesley Witness 
A publication of Wesley United Methodist Church.  
Published 12 times each year to keep members and 
friends informed of programs of the church and to report 
news about the Wesley family.  

 

For our Prayers --- 
  

Those in Care or Assisted Living Facilities:  

At Parkwood:  Jean Beach, Virgil Haake, Iris Root, 

Emolyn Skinner; At Wheatland Terrace: Kyle 

Whitcomb’s mother; At Country Estates: Verle Ralston; 

At Valley Eldercare: Joan Bristol; At Mapleview Memory 

Care:  Phyllis Sand;  At Good Samaritan: East Grand Forks: Velma Fruetel & 

Charlene Kotts; At Tufte: Beulah Hodges; At  Home: Ole Dahlen, Alice 

Darling, Norma Dugas, Marlo Gade, Shirley Hoff, Pat Klokstad, Carolyn 

Strand, Ray Spicer, Marijo Whitcomb’s mother and father. 

If there are people, joys or concerns that you would like to have included 

in this monthly prayer list, please email them to 

gfwesley@midconetwork.com.  

 If you are interested in being part of a prayer group that will meet at the 

church to pray for joys and concerns expressed in worship on Sunday 

mornings or shared on prayer request cards, please talk to Pastor Howie or 

Penny Millspaugh. 

 

at  

www.gfwesley.org 

and like us on 

Facebook to keep up 
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Our purpose is to make new disciples of Jesus Christ 

for the transformation of the world. 

Wesley Worship 

Schedule 

  8:30 am  Coffee 

Fellowship 

9:00 am  Traditional 

Worship 

10:10 am Children’s 

Music/Sunday School 

for all ages  

11:15 am  “ignite” 

Contemporary 

Worship 

Church Office Hours 

M—Thurs   9:00 a.m.-

1:00 p.m. 

Sunday, March 12 

Daylight Savings 

Begins! 

The  

Wesley Witness 
2017 

 

Lent Soup suppers begin 
March 8 at 5:30 pm and 
continue each Wednes-
day during Lent through 
April 5.  Please join us for 
good food and fellowship 

and stay for the Wednesday Lent service at 
6:00 pm.  If you are willing to provide soup, 
bread or dessert for one of these meals 
and/or help serve, you may sign up at the 
table in the church lobby or contact the 
church office at 772-1869.   
Soup supper will also be served on 
 Maundy Thursday, April 13. 

New Generation of Women will be provid-
ing the Lent soup supper on Wednesday, 
March 22.  As part of that evening, and  

anytime leading up to it, we will be  
collecting items for UMCOR (United Meth-

odist Committee on Relief) Layette 
Kits.  Please see the list of supplies needed 

and bring what you can to the 
church.  There will be a basket in the  

Fellowship Room to collect items.   

mailto:gfwesley@midconetwork.com


 

 

Birthdays 

  1    Antoinette Ellis 

  3   Nora Van Looy 

   Kenneth Gaffrey 

  4   Bill Harlow 

  Mark O’Connell 

       Sue Rue 

  5  Dorothy Wilson 

       Mark Holm 

  Sharla Hoff 

       Leah Batstone-Cunningham 

  8   Sandy Wogaman 

  9   Kate Nygaard 

       Rebecca Yaeger-Bischoff 

       Jacob Curtis 

11   Pam Galegher 

12   Heidi Asche 

14   Jane McDonald 

16   Joey Wikoff 

       Oliver Taylor 

18   Kari Olson 

19   Virginia Tupa 

20   Del Kindem 

21   Grant Wicken 

 

 

22   Marlene Nolte 

       Bryan Hutchison 

23   Anne Bryson 

24   John Evans 

       Amelia Snortland 

25   Curtis Scheevel 

       Lily Snortland 

28   Renee Machart 

29   Kellie Burgess 

       Helen Evans 

  Patricia Klokstad 

       Mark Hoffmann 

30   Kajon Ferguson 

31  Diane Daucsavage 

  Dillon Hoff 

       Nicholas Holm 

       

  

Anniversaries 

  5  Lyle & Marion 

 Wicken 

21  John & Sharon  Stewart 
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          OFFERING RECEIVED  

             2016      2017 

Prepaid           

Pledges      $6,200.00          $860.00        

January      $23,572.45      $30,008.22 

February  $20,562.68   $17,884.95 

            

   Total     $50,335.13   $48,753.17     
          

SUNDAY WORSHIP ATTENDANCE  

February 5  78 + 46 = 124 

February 12  70 + 45 = 115 

February 19  69 + 59  =  128 

February 26  44 + 56 = 100 

 

On-line giving 

You can now manage your 

giving on line through our 

web site at gfwesley.org.  

Click on the “online giving” 

tab and follow the steps to 

“make a donation”.  Or 

simply scan the QR code 

below.   

We thank you for your  

support! 

 

New Welcome Center! 

Thanks to the hard work of our 

Lobby Remodel team, the Wes-

ley foundation and donations and 

gifts from our congregation, our 

new Welcome Center is closer than 

ever to being a reality!  You may 

have noticed a new table located in 

the corner of the lobby outside the 

Sanctuary.  Watch for additional 

updates to include a monitor, infor-

mation about our church for guests 

and much more!  

You can help us as we develop our 

Welcome Team.  When you see a 

guest or visitor, introduce yourself, 

and offer to bring them to the Wel-

come Center.  Then we can visit 

with them, get their contact infor-

mation and provide a welcome 

packet.  It takes the whole church to 

make a real difference! 
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Wednesdays at 1:30  

Quilting, Room 305.  

Everyone is 

Welcome! 

For questions, call Helen  

DeMaster  

 701.772.3584 

 

March 21 

 7:00 p.m. 

At Wesley UMC 

 Book:  The All Girl Filling 

Station Last Reunion 

 Author:  Fanny Flagg 

Hostess: Linda Juntunen 

 

 

Anyone willing to help clean brass 

once a month,  

please contact  

Sandy Wogaman at  

218.773.9465.  
 

 A note from The 

PAstor  

40.  It’s one of the most common numbers in scripture.  
Many of the judges in the book of Judges held that 
position for 40 years. Saul, David, and Solomon, the 
greatest kings in Israel’s history, each reigned for 40 
years.  The great flood lasted 40 days and 40 nights.  
Moses was in Egypt for 40 years, then Midian for 40 
years, and he spent 40 days at the top of Mount Sinai.  
Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 years.  The 
Israelite spies were in the land of Canaan for 40 days.  
Elijah fasted for 40 days.  Nineveh is told it will be 
destroyed in 40 days.  Jesus fasted for 40 days.  And 
finally, Acts 1:3 tells us that Jesus spent 40 days with his 

disciples after his resurrection. 

The number 40 has several different meanings in scripture.  The number 40 
represents a time of need and of testing.  It represents a long period of time, and a 
time of struggle.  The 40 years in the wilderness for the Israelites, the 40 days of the 
flood, Jesus’ 40 days of temptation are all examples of this struggle.  But there is 
something else.  The number 40 in scripture also represents a time of preparation 
for some special action that God is going to perform.  It is a time of grace. 

After the flood in Genesis, a new creation begins.  After Moses converses with 
God, the covenant is renewed.  After Israel’s wandering in the wilderness, they enter 
the Promised Land.  After Elijah’s journey, God gives him strength to continue his 
ministry.  After Jesus temptation, he begins his public ministry.  And, at the end of 
the season of lent, which is 40 days long, we celebrate Holy Week, and the great joy 
of Easter. 

In these 40 days of lent, we are given the opportunity to prepare ourselves for 
Easter.  We do this through prayer and fasting, attending worship services and 
studies.  We are called to look deeper at our lives and focus on those areas that need 
God’s help.  And through this process of looking inward and seeing all that needs to 
be changed, we are called to ask God to pour out his grace on us so that we can 
experience the true joy of this season. I invite you to observe a holy 40 days Lent; 
praying, fasting, studying, and reflecting. May God bless you in this endeavor. 

Peace, 

 

 

Pastor Howie 
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Mission Donations 

This was originally published last August and as we are fully in the new year, it 

is time for an update.  

There are many great organizations that need donations of time, money and 

in-kind items to help our neighbors. As a church, we have narrowed our focus 

to help each chosen charity more fully.   

When you are purchasing items for a specific charity, please check their pub-

lished needs lists. UMCOR asks for specific items for many of the same rea-

sons these charities do.  

Spirit Lake Ministry 

The New Generation of Women Circle will continue to coordinate donations 
for the Spirit Lake ministry. Thanks to many generous donations, they do not 
need clothing at this time. However, they always need disposable diapers. 
They also have several capital improvement campaigns to improve their  
physical site. For a complete list of needs see http://
www.spiritlakeministrycenter.org/food_pantry_needs.aspx. 

CVIC 

New Generation of Women Circle has been providing in-kind donations for 

the local domestic violence group, CVIC. They work for and with families who 

have experienced domestic violence. When they need clothes, they have an 

arrangement with the local thrift stores to provide these for their clients. They 

always need tampons and toilet paper. For a complete list of needs see  

http://cviconline.org/media/1334/donation-wish-list-2.pdf 

UMCOR 

Megan Baird and Pam Whaley are co-coordinators for UMCOR collections. 

Donations are welcome all year, but we will be focusing on collecting items 

for health kits in May, school kits in August and layette items in March.  

Where do I leave my donations?  

NGW has set up collection bins in the North entry closet for each of the focus 

ministries. The needs lists will be on the bins and will be updated as the 

 organizations needs change.  

Who do I contact with questions? 

If you have questions about any of these outreach programs please contact 

the following people: 

 CVIC – Danielle Holm at 701-215-1770 

 Spirit Lake Mission – Megan Baird at 605-593-3526 
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Watch for an  upcoming event to be hosted by Wesley United Method-

ist Women.  It is the Spring Focus event of the Eastern Sunrise District 

of United Methodist Women.   

Watch the Sunday bulletins for the exact date in April and speaker.  It 

is for all the UMW members, as well as any other women interested in 

attending.  

 
Please keep saving the box tops!  

They can be found on the following items: 

Cheerios and other GM cereals, Betty Crocker cake mixes, 

Nature Valley bars, Motts Apple Sauce, Hamburger Help-

er, Go Gurt, Kleenex and many other items. 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 

Are you a book reader?  The United Methodist Women have many 

good books in the church library for anyone to read.  They are ar-

ranged in 5 categories: Nurturing for Community, Social Action, Spiritu-

al Growth, Mission Education, and Leadership Development.  They also 

have some large print books.  All is needed is for you  to sign them out 

and enjoy.  Some of the titles are as follows: 
 

Small things with Great Love 

I Love Growing Older 

In Our Backyard: Human Trafficking 

Reluctant Pilgrim 

Praying to Change Your Life 

The Power of Serving Others 

Sally Ride: Americas First Women in Space 

How Coffee Saved my Life 

Coffee, Tea and Holy Water 

Called to the Fire: A Witness to God 

http://www.spiritlakeministrycenter.org/food_pantry_needs.aspx
http://www.spiritlakeministrycenter.org/food_pantry_needs.aspx
http://cviconline.org/media/1334/donation-wish-list-2.pdf
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Our lock-in will be March 4-5.  We will start 
at the church at 7:30 p.m. on Saturday, 
March 4, with a fun, scientific lesson to be led 
by Mark and Laurie Guy.  At 9:00 p.m. we will 

travel to Red Ray Lanes for some Cosmic Bowling.  Fees for Cosmic Bowling 
will be covered by the church.  At 11:30 p.m. we will return to the church for 
late night snacks and night games.  Our next fundraiser is a pancake break-
fast on Sunday, March 5th.   The Youth will wake up (if they even go to 
sleep!) and help with the preparation, serving, and cleaning for the pancake 
breakfast.   Permission slips were previously emailed to parents.  Friends are 
encouraged to attend and participate!! 
On March 12, the Youth will be helping with ushering and lay reading 
at  both services.   We will have sign up sheets available to make sure both 
services are covered.  It is important for your Youth to sign up for this ser-
vice opportunity and then make sure that he or she attends the service that 
was signed up for. 
March 19             
Spring break – no meeting 
March 26            
Possible Roller skating in Fargo.  Times TBD 
Sunday, April 2 
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Sunday, April 9 (Palm Sunday)                   
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.    
Sunday, April 16 – Easter                              NO MEETING 
Sunday, April 23                                              
Meeting, 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  – we’ll be making May Day baskets 
Sunday, April 30  
Meet at church at 3:00 p.m. to deliver May Day baskets, then back to church 
for a meal  
Sunday, May 7   
Swimming at the Canad Inns – times TBD 
Sunday, May 14 – Mother’s Day                NO MEETING 
Sunday, May 21    Graduation Party for Youth, with family – potluck – times 
TBD 
June 12-17                                                         
Mission trip to Livingston, Montana 
Details on the mission trip to Montana are still being worked on.  The trip is 
open to Youth in current grades 9 through 12.  We are also opening the trip 
up to college students or young adults who might want to attend.  Dates 
are June 12-17; cost is $300.  If you have questions or would like additional 
information, please see Kellie Burgess. 
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(continued) 
 
   UMCOR – Megan Baird or Pam Whaley -701-866-0421 

All of these organizations have ongoing needs. You can contact these organi-
zations directly if you would like to donate at times when it is not a focus min-
istry for the church. Monetary donations are always appreciated. Thank you 
so much for your generosity. 

 
Wesley UMW 2017 Calendar 

 

March 1    4:15 pm     Executive Board meeting 
April 5       4:15 pm     Executive Board meeting 
April 8 or 22                UMW Focus Day for Upper  
            Valley UMW's, at Wesley UMC 
May 3       4:15 pm      Executive Board meeting 
June 7      4:15 pm      Executive Board meeting 
July 13-16                    Mission u Southern site,  
            Mitchell, SD 
July 20-23                    Mission u Northern site,  
            Jamestown, ND 
August 2    4:15 pm    Executive Board meeting 
August 8    5:30 pm    Picnic, Lincoln Park 
Sept. 6       4:15 pm     Executive Board meeting 
Sept. 15-16                  Eastern Sunrise District UMW   
            Annual meeting, Wahpeton, ND 
Oct. 4         4:15 pm    Executive Board meeting   
Oct. 6-7                        Dakotas Conference UMW 
            Annual meeting, Aberdeen, SD    
Nov. 1        4:15 pm     Executive Board meeting 
Dec. 6         4:15 pm    Executive Board meeting 
Dec. 9       11:30 am     Christmas Brunch                
 

*See more UMW information on page 9! 
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Shoeboxes needed!  

We need your empty shoeboxes. We collected 72 boxes 
last year and used all our boxes. You can leave them in 
the north storage closet. Thanks for your help with this. 
Megan and Pam 

 

 

 

In March, we will be collecting items for Layette kits. Please keep in 

mind that these kits are potentially shipped around the world, so the 

items must meet the guidelines below.  

You can purchase all the items for a kit or some of them. We can now 

send individual items as well as complete kits, so all of your donations 

will be used by UMCOR.  

If you have any questions, please contact the UMCOR Coordinators 

Megan Baird (605-593-3526) and Pam Whaley (701-866-0421). 

If you would like to sew a gown or sweater please contact the church 

office for a pattern. 

Layette Kit 

6 cloth diapers, Pre-folded or plain only. No disposable diapers 

2 diaper pins 

2 shirts (undershirts or onesies) 

2 gowns or sleepers 

2 washcloths (infant size only) 

1 sweater/sweatshirt – May be crocheted, knitted or sewn. Hooded 

sweatshirts are acceptable.      

 Must open in the front. 

2 receiving blankets (28x28 to 32x32) No crib blankets. 
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Children’s music continues to be an exciting expe-
rience for all!  The children are enjoying learning 
new songs of praise and singing old favorites. 

This is a reminder that the children will be sing-
ing at the 9:00 a.m. worship service on March 
12th.  Please continue to bring your children to 

Sunday School music so that they can learn their songs. 

Starting March 12th, we will be working on a new musical program 
about Noah and the ark.  It will be performed during the 9:00 a.m. 
service on Mother’s Day Sunday, May 14, with a practice on Satur-
day, May 13 from 10:00 a.m. to 12 p.m.  Please continue to bring 
your child to Sunday School music on a consistent basis if you would 
like him or her to participate in the program, as this is the only time 
they will have to learn the music. 

Please mark the dates of March 12, May 13 and May 14 on your cal-
endar.  If anyone has any questions, suggestions, or concerns, please 
let me know.  Kellie Burgess. 

Connection Cards 

You will notice that there has been a change in how we collect wor-

ship attendance information!  The Ritual of Friendship pads previously 

located on the end of each pew have been removed.  Instead, you will 

find Connection Cards in each bulletin, with additional cards available 

in the pews or from the ushers.  The Connection Cards will be used to 

update phone numbers, email addresses and mailing addresses, to 

capture information for our guests and visitors, and to track attend-

ance, so please fill one out each week.  You can also use the back of 

the card to share prayer concerns and joys.  The Connection Cards 

can be filled out anytime during worship and placed in the offering 

plate, or placed in the box at our new Welcome Center.  Please look 

for this update, then take the time to complete your Connection Card 

and update or verify your contact information.  Thank you!  Penny 

Millspaugh and the Door to Core Discipleship Team 

 


